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Objectives

• To begin to understand how children learn to 

read

• To see some of what school does

• To understand how parents and carers might 

support their children.



• Reading is not just about decoding words

• Reading is THINKING!!



Learning to read is complex and a 

sometimes controversial subject.

• Some children find it easy.

• Some children find it difficult.

Learning to read is one facet of acquiring and 
using the English language



IT IS NOT A TEST!!!

Neither is it a competition!!!



In order to make a good start in reading 

and writing, children need to have an 

adult listen to them and talk to them. 

Speaking and listening are the 

foundations for reading and 

writing.



Why read?

• The most avid reader reads in two days what the 
most reluctant reads in a year. 

• The amount that someone reads makes a 
difference not just to development of reading 
ability, but to the growth of vocabulary and general 
knowledge. 

• What you know is directly related to the amount 
that you read. 

• Children with poor reading skills and habits are in 
danger of low educational attainment. 



The national curriculum for English 

aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both 

pleasure and information 

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of 

grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for 

reading, writing and spoken language 

• maintain positive attitudes to reading and 

understanding of what they read



Learning to read               Reading to learn



Children learn faster when parents regularly 

(ideally daily) support their children’s reading 

by: 

•Listening to them read aloud 

•Discussing the content of their books 

•Reading aloud to them (this applies to 

children of all ages, not just those who cannot 

yet read themselves) 



KS1

• Draw on knowledge of vocabulary to 

understand texts.

• Identify and explain key aspects of 

fiction and non-fiction texts, such as 

characters, events, titles and 

information

• Make inferences from the text.

• Predict what might happen on the 

basis of what has been read so far.

KS2

• Give / explain the meaning of words in 

context.

• Retrieve and record information / 

identify key details from fiction and non-

fiction.

• Summarise main ideas from more than 

one paragraph

• Make inferences from the text / explain 

and justify inferences with evidence from 

the text.

• Predict what might happen from details 

stated and implied.

• Identify / explain how information / 

narrative content is related and 

contributes to meaning as a whole

• Identify / explain how meaning is 

enhanced through choice of words and 

phrases.

• Make comparisons within the text

To be counted as effective readers children

must master most of what follows!



However...

An effective reader 

is arguably 

someone who 

fosters a life long 

love of reading!!!



Possibly the biggest challenge is 

finding texts that children enjoy



1a. 
Which word describes… 

1a 
What does the word …mean… 

1a. 
Which word means the same as … 

1a. 
Find the word which means the 
same as .. 

1b. 
What does… 

1b. 
What happens… 

1b 
Where did.. 

1b.  
How did… 

1b. 
Why did… 

1b. 
What was… 

1b. 
What might… 

1c. 
In which order… 
Order… 

1d. 
Why did… 

1d. 
Why was… 

1d.  
How do you know that… 

1d. 
How can you tell… 







Learning to Read
There are two models for teaching reading: sound-

based (phonics) and visual (whole language).
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It must always be remembered that phonics 

is the step up to word recognition. Automatic 

reading of all words- decodable and tricky- is 

the ultimate goal.



What schools do

• In Foundation stage and Key Stage One all 
children have a daily phonics lesson to help 
‘break the code’.

• All lessons have an element of English which 
reinforces reading.

• English lessons

• Individual reading

• Shared reading

• Modelled reading

• Guided reading





Phonics: EYFS and KS1

• Revisit: Phonemes 

learnt so far

• Teach: New phoneme 

or GPC

• Practise: Blending 

and segmenting new 

phonemes 

• Apply: Contextual 

learning

• Individualised reading

• Whole class rich texts



‘ORT’ Workshop: 1 week (EYFS/ Year One)

• Decoding as well 

as…questions

• How can you tell that 

Kipper is unhappy?

• What were Biff and 

Chip doing?

• Where did Kipper get 

his toys?

• What did he put in 

first?

• Why was mum cross?



Year 2 (3 weeks)

What do you think happens before this point in the 

story?

What do you think is going to happen? What makes 

you think this?



Colour Coded Books Explained
1.Gold

2.Red

3.Yellow

4.Light Blue

5.Green

6.Orange

7.Dark Blue

8.White

9.Pink

10.Silver

11. Lime

12. Black



Reading: 

Explore the

text

Playing with

Language: 

Exploring ideas

Independen

t

Writing: 

Applying 

skills

Planning a 

‘unit of 

work’:

Models for 

Writing



KS2

• Rich texts – Books, 

Films and Images

• Reading into writing



Year 3: (whole class 6 weeks)

• Why was Little Wolf sent to 

Cunning College? Explain your 

response by using evidence form 

the text.

• What evidence is there of Uncle 

Big Bad being unsuccessful? 

Make 3 points.

• How can you tell how Little Wolf is 

feeling?



Year 4: ½ term

Which 3 words
describe the raisins?

What does the word 

stealthily mean?



Year 5: Term

• Use evidence from the 

text to describe Mr Spink

• Give 3 reasons why he 

should stay.

• Give 3 reasons why he 

should escape.



Year 6: 5 weeks

• L.O.- Order the main ideas 

drawn from chapter 2, identifying 

key details that support the main 

ideas 

• 10 minutes.

• Assign a scribe

• Work together as a group.

• Share your summary

• Be prepared to be challenged.



2a. 
Find a word meaning… 

2a 
Find and copy a word(s) which 
suggests… 

2a. 
Which word closely matches the 
word … 

2a. 
Find the word which means the 
same as … 

2a 

Find and copy one word or 
group of words that shows… 
 

2b. 

Write down three things that 
told you about… 
 

2b 

What did he/she have to do in 
order to… 
 

2b.  

Show whether each statement is 
true or false 
 

2b. 
Give two reasons why… 
 

2c. 
In which order… 
Order… 

2d 
How can you tell… 
 

2d 
How do you know that … 

2d. 
Why did… 

2d. 
What evidence is there of … 

2d.  
Why was… 

2d. 
Explain what this description 
suggests about … 
 

2e 
Do you think that…Explain your 
choice fully, using evidence from 

the text 
 

2f 
Match each part of the story 
with the correct quotation... 

  



What parents and carers do 

• Make reading fun. 

• Continue to read stories to your child, share your 
enjoyment of stories and build up a selection of stories 
which your child enjoys. 

• Give them plenty of encouragement to finish sentences, 
guess what might happen next and praise their efforts 
even if they do not read everything correctly. 

• TALK, TALK, TALK!

• Children like to copy their parents and it will help to 
encourage their interest in reading if they see you 
reading whatever that may be – books, newspapers 
or magazines.




